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O Abstract

Genealogy of Neo—-liberal Social Responsibilization

Joo—Hwan, Kim

This article analyzes the current neo-liberal social responsibilization from the
Foucauldian perspective of neo-liberal governmentality; the neo-liberal social
responsibilization refers to the current phenomena that social units, such as
corporations, trade unions, NGOs, and consumers, voluntarily have begun to
assume social responsibilities, instead of the state. I argue that the neo-liberal
social responsibilization is not the restoration of the socio-moral solidarity at all,
but a technology and an effect of the neo-liberal governmental territorialization
of the social solidarity. In this context, I analyze the following four aspects
engaged in the current social responsibilization as a neo-liberal governmental
technology: knowledge and regimes of truth, technologies of power, technologies
of the self, and the technologies of individuals. Then I suggest some implications
of the analysis. First, regarding the corporate social responsibility, social and
moral concerns are reframed in terms of principles of the market, and reduced
into specific instances of management strategies. Second, regarding the ethical
consumption, as being transformed from the subjects of rights to the subjects of
social responsibilities, individuals voluntarily come to control their potential for
resistance in order to defend society from the risk which could be posed by

themselves if they remain subjects of rights. Finally, in these contexts, a series of
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tendencies among Korean progressive camps, which suggest the corporate social
responsibility and the ethical consumption as alternatives to neo-liberalism, will

unintentionally result in the reinforcement of neo-liberal government.

Keywords: Neo-liberalism, Governmentality, Power, Knowledge, Corporate
Social Responsibility, Ethical Consumption, Social Responsibiliza-

tion
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